Mechanisms of the behavioral effects of interleukin 1. Role of prostaglandins and CRF.
Sickness behavior induced by IL-1 can be assessed quantitatively by measuring disruption of schedule-controlled behavior and loss of interest in social activities displayed by rats or mice injected peripherally or centrally with this monokine. These effects are mediated via the release of prostaglandins since they are blocked by the prostaglandin synthesis inhibitors indomethacin and piroxicam. They do not depend, however, on the central release of CRF, since they are not altered by central administration of either CRF or the specific antagonist of CRF receptors.